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g%’(,%/}’tﬁthe difference a place can make...

Imagine a place where family and friends can play together,
where youth can connect, where we can all gain strength,
where everyone is welcome. Imagine a place that's the centre
of a growing, healthy community, a place that exists solely
to make that community a better place for kids, families and
seniors. Imagine a place where children learn to swim and
we all stay active as we grow older. We can see it too, but
to make it a reality, we need your help.

Our community has grown and changed since the first YMCA
building was built more than 50 years ago. To ensure we
can continue the wonderful things a YMCA should do and is
expected to do in a community, we must renew our building
to be the place our community needs.....for today and for
tomorrow.

As Chatham-Kent continues its work to attract and retain
families, companies and new investment to our community,

having a state-of-the-art recreational facility will directly
improve the health of our local economy as it provides a
healthier quality of life for its citizens.

Not every community has a building like this. The new YMCA
and its many programs and services will be a real selling
point for companies, families and individuals considering
Chatham-Kent for their future investment.

But the YMCA is more than just a building. It's where one
in four of our kids will learn how to swim. It's where you
and your family will improve your health and wellness in
spirit, mind and body. It's a place where families who want
to connect will find a world of opportunity to grow and learn,
where youth will have a place to call their own. It's a place
where wellness and healthy lifestyles are encouraged and
supported.




WAJ&Lare we building?

With your help, we will create a 46,000 square foot space to house....

Two pools everyone in our community can use. A community meeting place and wellness centre
where we'll all stay connected.

A multipurpose exercise studio and full gymnasium.
A place where children receive professional,
high-quality care.

6 & Tums out getting involved with the YMCA has played a bigger role in my life than | knew at the time. |
really appreciate the life lessons that can be learned here that mirror those [ believe in....like trust in others,
teamwork, positive values. | hope every child has the chance to grow and learn these kinds of lessons

through the YMCA. 9 9

\ Pete Brennan, Past YMCA Board Chair //

My wife Ginette and | are passionate
supporters of the YMCA. If we work
together, we can make it happen. Chatham-
Kent needs and deserves a YMCA that will
have an impact on the whole community.
Whether its teens playing basketball, kids

learning to swim or seniors taking yoga,
the Y is a place to learn, grow and foster
friendships for a lifetime.

Rocky and Ginette Gaudrault, Campaign Co-Chairs



W@ is a new YMCA needed?

6 & Abuilding like this and all it has to offer is good business. A community resource like this attracts peaple,
attracts investment and attracts positive changes. What we're doing here will have a lasting impact
on our community. 9 9

Derek Robertson, Vice President Operations, Selectore Communications




gf fA«Wﬁa community need?

Absolutely, now more than ever.

Our community needs:

6 & From being overweight and insulin dependent as well as having hypertension and sleep apnea, the Y has
led me to become symptom and medication free. The Y staff and members provided me with the knowledge
and encouragement to make some significant lifestyle changes. The Y has literally changed my life and
how ! liveit 9 9

\ Rod McKenzie, YMCA member

The health of a community is measured by many indicators
that go beyond the healthcare system - its doctors, nurses and
hospitals. The measure of a community's health also includes

the resources it has to help peaple stay active and fit. An
investment in the YMCA is an investment in healthier
communities, healthier citizens, healthier children and
healthier families. Count us in, we fully support the building
of our new “Y" for a healthier Chatham-Kent.

Ken Tremblay, President and CEQ, Chatham-Kent Health Alliance




The campaign goal is $5 million toward the total project
cost of $15.7 million. The Municipality of Chatham-Kent has
committed $2.4 million towards the project, and the YMCA
will contribute $2.6 million. The project will also require
significant support from both the federal and provincial
governments, and those processes are underway. \We'll need
your help to build a YMCA where everyone in our community
can benefit.

Even as we build our new YMCA, we want to have a
positive impact on our local community. \We're committed
to the involvement of local labour and skilled trades. We
will include “local content” as a key factor in awarding
construction and design contracts to ensure a significant
portion of the total project cost is spent locally to directly
benefit our community.

Our new YMCA will be located on Grand Avenue on the site
of the former Thamesview Lodge. This central location is
easily accessible by car or bus and will provide for ample
free parking. Construction will begin in October 2009. The
doors of our new YMCA will open in December 2010.

Make an investment in our community and become part of
this new YMCA today. With your help, we'll continue to help
build strong kids, strong families and strong communities.




The YMCA of Chatham-Kent was started by a group of
interested citizens in 1945 as a storefront operation. In 1962,
the Y built and moved into its current facility on King Street.
In its 64 years of service to the community, the YMCA's
programs and services have constantly evolved to meet
the needs of the community. From its humble beginnings,
the YMCA of Chatham-Kent today serves almost 7,000
people annually through the core services of childcare and
membership in the Municipality of Chatham-Kent.

The YMCA of Chatham-Kent is a charter member of YMCA
Canada. YMCA Canada is a federation of 47 YMCAs and
eight YMCA-YWCAs that work together to achieve common
goals for improving the health of Canadians.

Our core services are:
e Membership
e Child Development
e Community Learning & Careers

Our YMCA offers programs in several key areas:
e Health, Wellness, Fitness & Recreation
e Youth Day Camping
e |icensed Child Care and After-School Programs
e Employment Education & Training
e Community Outreach and Newcomer Services
e |nternational Development

The YMCA is the largest provider of not-for-profit childcare
in Canada. We operate three YMCA licensed childcare
locations, six school-age sites throughout Chatham-Kent and
three youth employment initiatives in Blenheim, Wallaceburg
and Chatham.

The YMCA is accessible to all. We work to ensure that no
person, especially youth, will be denied the opportunity to
participate in our programs due to financial constraints.
YMCA financial assistance ensures youth, families and
individuals who cannot afford the full cost of our
membership or any YMCA programs and services are able
to participate, regardless of who they are, where they live or
what they need.

Through the incredible dedication of our staff and volunteers
and the strong support of donors, members, friends and
community partners, the YMCA will continue to provide
programs and services to our community.



¢ & !t5 hard to imagine the impact a new YMCA can have

on a community. It too easy to think of the Y as just

a building. A YMCA can be so much more than that. It
can be an institution that magnifies the efforts of people,
programs and services to inspire, to motivate, to grow and
to learn. Now more than ever, it's time to bring this energy
to Chatham-Kent.

Other Ontario communities like Goderich, Peterborough,
Welland and Innisfil have recently experienced the
benefits that a new YMCA can bring. These communities
had aging or non-existent YMCA centres with limited
membership and limited opportunities to stay in touch
with their community, not dissimilar to our current
situation in Chatham-Kent. Today, their new YMCAs have
become the centre of the community. YMCA membership
participation has soared and there is new optimism and
new levels of excitement and energy. It's given their
communities opportunities they didn't have before and
couldn't have imagined - a place to connect, to share and
to live a healthier life.

With your help we can make this kind of positive change
happen here. | believe a new Y will improve our quality
of life, it will be an agent for changing attitudes toward
health and wellness and it will transform the way we
define community.

Please, help us create a vibrant, healthier, more active
Chatham-Kent. Together, we can make an incredible
difference. 9 9

Jim Janzen, CEO
YMCA of Chatham-Kent

For more information contact:
YMCA of Chatham-Kent

Campaign Office

355 King Street West

Chatham, ON N7M G2
519.352.0950 ext. 104
buildingournewy.com

Find out how your gift of

time or money will make a
lasting, real difference in our
community for years to come.

Ounr Mirrion

The YMCA is a charitable organization dedicated to serving our
community through the development of all people in spirit, mind
and body.

Our Virion

The YMCA is the recognized community leader in building strong
kids, strong families and strong communities.

Our Valuer

Respect, Responsibility, Caring, Honesty and Inclusiveness
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